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REMBRANT IN NEW YORK 

 
If you walk west along Bleecker St. between MacDougal St. and the 

Avenue of the Americas on the righthand sidewalk, you will come across a 
slab of concrete that has the surprising peculiarity of displaying a fairly well-
preserved "Rembrant" signature.  It must be quite old, since a good part of the 
R has been cut off by a new piece of concrete.  Although clearly inscribed 
while the original concrete was still fresh, and allowance being made for the 
unusual medium, the shaping of certain letters (especially the "m," "b" and "t") 
raises serious doubts as to its authenticity.  It may tentatively be dated to the 
period when Manhattan was still known as "New Amsterdam." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: Research can be contagious: I owe this find to my first wife,  
Andrea Saemann, who was walking next to me in Sept.1991.   
(see next page) 
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REMBRANDT IN NEW YORK REVISITED 
 
 When Andrea Saemann came back from another 
trip to New York City in June 2006, she sent me further 
evidence of Rembrandt's activity there.  Apparently, he 
has come up in the world, since he painted a rather 
fancy self-portrait, while opting for a wall instead of a 
sidewalk.  He has also changed his tag by adding a "d" 
to it (see also entry 50).  The information referring to 
his status as a "Dutch Master" is understandable, since 
this work is not in the Village, but in Long Island City.  The 
word or name "SPERM" at the bottom appears to be an  
opportunistic tag. This beautiful painting stands in the 
vicinity of the gallery called P.S. 1, a branch of MoMA. 
 
(Photos: Andrea Saemann) 

 
 
  
 
 

 


