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BRANT OR BRANDT? 

    

    Names are like hyperlinks, the nodes or crossroads of 

many texts, facts, fictions and attached feelings. 

 Take the name Rubens, the artist and the man: what a 

model and inspiration he must have been for two young 

artists as talented and ambitious as Lievens and Rembrant  

during their early years in Leiden (see entry 26).  Lievens, 

having the advantage of rhyming better with Rubens, must 

have felt predestined to follow in the master's footsteps.  

Indeed, after leaving Leiden in 1632 he went to the royal 

court in London, then to Antwerp, and finally to 

Amsterdam, but seems to have lost himself in the process.  

Rembrant's name had the disadvantage of rhyming with 

Brant, as in Isabella Brant, Rubens' first wife, who died in 

1626.  Did this have anything to do with his change of 

name to Rembrandt; that is, with his changing a first name 

into a last name of sorts? 

 To make sure, I did some research and ran across a 

book in which Isabella's last name is consistently spelled 

"Brandt."  Now I am sure of nothing. 
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